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Bulletin No 7 – July 2009

From the Chair of the Consultative Forum

Greetings to all Consultative Forum members.  This Bulletin provides you with an update on the Vietnam Veterans’ Family Study as at July 2009. 
Article for Newsletters

An article for use in your newsletters, journals and any publicity on the study is provided at Attachment 1.
Registration numbers

Registration numbers in both the Vietnam veteran and control groups are continuing to increase following reminder letter two and follow up telephone calls.

Current registration numbers are attached below:
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Telephone Project

The telephone project conducted by the Family Study Program team with assistance from the Centre for Military and Veterans’ Health (CMVH) from 28 April 2009 to 

19 June 2009 was successful in increasing registrations by 3011 (1500 control group and 660 Vietnam veterans).  A flow on effect has been increases in registrations of family members.
Family member recruitment

We are currently focussing on the recruitment of children of registered control group participants and the siblings, nieces and nephews of registered Vietnam veterans with letters being sent to both groups in July.  

Research Components Update

Initial meetings have been held with Enhance Management who are conducting the  Re-analysis of the VVCS Sons and Daughters Project and with TNS Social Research who are conducting the Children of Vietnam Veterans’ Mortality Study.  Stage 1 of the mortality study has seen 5,800 mortality study data forms provided to TNS Social Research for data matching and analysis.  We will continue to send mortality study data forms to participants as they register and this data will be analysed during Stage 2 of the mortality study.  

Proposals to undertake the next qualitative research components are due on 

10 July 2009.  These research components - the Semi-Structured Telephone Interviews, History of Health Case Studies and the Ethnographic Study – will commence later in July with the final reports available later in 2009.  

Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) progress

The following external subject matter experts have been selected to be members of the SAC:

Professor Ilan Katz (Social Policy Research Unit, University of New South Wales)

Dr Paul Jelfs (Australian Bureau of Statistics)

Dr Lyndall Strazdins (Australian National University)

Professor Elizabeth Waters (University of Melbourne)

The first meeting of the SAC was held on 6 July 2009.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the Consultative Forum is to be via teleconference in September 2009. 

Best wishes,
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Brigadier W Rolfe AO (Rtd) 

Repatriation Commissioner 

Chairman Vietnam Veterans’ Family Study Consultative Forum 

Attachment 1

Article July 2009
Registration for the Vietnam Veterans’ Family Study, an intergenerational study, is still open and more registrations are welcome particularly from:

Randomly selected Vietnam veterans plus their:

· Children/step children

· Wives/partners

· Ex-wives/partners

· Siblings, especially brothers 

· Nieces and nephews

Randomly selected Army personnel who served during the period 1962 – 1975 plus their:

· Children/step children

· Wives/partners

· Ex-wives and partners

The study’s Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) has been established and will hold its first meeting in July 2009.  The SAC is chaired by the study’s Independent Scientific Adviser, Professor Bryan Rodgers.  

The study’s Consultative Forum met for the 4th time on 29 June 2009.

Two of the study’s smaller research components have commenced with research organisations being selected from the Family Study Program Research Panel.  The  Children of Vietnam Veterans’ Mortality Study is being undertaken by TNS Social Research and the Re-analysis of the VVCS Sons and Daughters Project is being undertaken by Enhance Management.  Results from these project are expected in  November 2009.  

Other research components due to commence later in 2009 include telephone interviews, history of health case studies and in-depth case study of six sons and daughters of the Vietnam war era.  These projects will provide information to assist with development of the main survey questionnaire. 

Please be a part of this important, exciting project and contact the Vietnam Veterans’ Family Study on 1800 502 302 for more information and how to register.
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		Vietnam Veteran's Family Study Participants Registered

				7/13/09		Current % of target (3000 veterans/1800 children)

		TOTAL Participants		23659

		Random Select Vietnam Veteran Group

		Vietnam Veteran		4012		133.73

		Relationship to Random Select Vietnam Veteran:

		Partner		2389

		Child		3375		187.50

		Brother		72

		Sister		115

		Brother-In-Law		19

		Sister-In-Law		21

		Nephew/niece		31

		Total		10034

		Random Select Control Group

		Vietnam-Era member		4045		134.83

		Relationship to Random Select Control Group (Vietnam-Era):

		Partner		1677

		Child		1374		76.33

		Total		7096

		TOTAL Random Select Participants		17130

		Self Select Group

		Vietnam Veteran		2330		N/A

		Relationship to Self Select Vietnam Veteran:

		Partner		1175

		Child		2205		N/A

		Brother		57

		Sister		44

		Brother-In-Law		15

		Sister-In-Law		13

		Nephew/niece		8

		Total		5847

		Self Select Control Group

		Vietnam-Era member		426		N/A

		Relationship to Self Select Control Group (Vietnam-Era):

		Partner		129

		Child		127		N/A

		Total		682

		TOTAL Self Select Participants		6529

		Note: The decrease in numbers from 15/12/08 to 22/12/08 in the nephew/niece count for the Random Select Vietnam veteran and the Self-select groups is due to a revision of data to remove double counting in these groups.
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